INTO BATTLE
have ever done in the Island. Provided that no exceptions are
allowed, it will wear away differences between class and class, and it
may also be the beginning of a far more broadly and evenly based
society than we have ever known.
The war that broke out in 1914 was a war in which the political
leaders had to convince the people that the cause was good. They
were able to do so, and the fact that the cause was recognised to
be good bore down all other difficulties and carried us through to
victory. But now the main impulse to resist Nazi Dictatorship and
aggression comes in every country with which we are associated
from the mass of the people. Almost everywhere we see hesitating,
cautious Governments, and resolute peoples. Here at home, the
spirit of the people is far ahead of the Government, and perhaps
even of Parliament also. There is still time for countries which are
ruled by Dictators to place themselves in harmony with the vast
majority of the human race and to join its irresistible forward
movement.
We must not at this juncture do anything which encourages these
Dictators to suppose that we are not ready with other like-minded
countries to go to all lengths in doing our share of the common duty.
I have heard that a very high functionary in Berlin said to Herr
Hitler: " You will know that Britain is in earnest on the day
when the British working-classes accept Conscription, and the
Conservative party agree to an alliance with Russia." If we wish
for peace, or failing peace, victory, surely we ought to have both ?
This is a time when prejudices must be abandoned on either side,
and a true comradeship established between all Parties and classes
throughout our loyal, anxious land.
This Bill and its general acceptance is a great act of faith on the
part of British democracy. At the beginning of the war of 1914
we soon had a million volunteers on our hands, for the bulk of whom
no weapons were available. Ultimately over two million men
demanded to be led to the Front. But after that the limits of
voluntary recruitment were exhausted. The war continued and
the armies could not be maintained. Then we had the hateful
spectacle of volunteers who had been wounded twice or even thrice,
being sent back to the trenches, and of regular soldiers who had
served two whole years in the Front Line being deprived of their
right to claim expiry of their contract. This proved intolerable to
the national sense of justice. Moreover, the two million households
and families whose menfolk had borne the whole burden, were
infuriated by the fact that there were very large numbers of perfectly
fit men remaining at home, filling at higher wages the jobs of those
no